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                           Last Minute Christmas Gift Idea!  
 
Pictured here is the beautiful church Christmas  ornament that can  be   or-
dered   for  just $10 each plus postage if mailed.  These   make  great  Christ-
mas gifts for     anyone on your list this year!  They are a soft       burgundy 
color  with gold     lettering and feature the beautiful Yeager   Union Church 
logo designed by Carolyn  Gieschen of Smithton, Missouri.  The church was 
chosen to be featured on the 2008 Christmas Ornament by the   Community 
Betterment Committee of Cole Camp,  Mo.    
 
You can order them by contacting Joyce Sommers, phone 660-547-2224 or e-
mailing her at lbbr@live.com or by writing her at 25266 Hwy H; Lincoln, MO 
65338.   You may also contact any church member for information.  Available 
while supply lasts.   
        

      Christmas Season Events at Yeager Union Church 
 
We invite you to join us for these events during the Christmas Season as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  
 
Sunday, November 30 - 10:45 a.m. 1st Sunday in Advent Worship Service 
 
Sunday, December 7 - 10:45 a.m. 2nd Sunday in Advent Worship Service 
 
Saturday, December 13 - 10 a.m. to 12 Noon  Annual Kids Cookie Bake at the church.  All children are   welcome 
to come and enjoy a time of baking and decorating old fashioned Christmas cookies!  (see page 5 of this newsletter 
for more information) 
 
Sunday, December 14  - 10:45 a.m. 3rd Sunday in Advent Worship Service - NO CONGREGATIONAL DINNER . 
        (Board Meeting immediately following church)   Meet at church at 6 p.m. for Christmas Caroling  
 
Sunday, December 21 - 10:45 a.m. 4th Sunday in Advent  Worship Service  
 
Wednesday, December 24 -  6 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight  Worship Service with Special Music 
 
                     Thursday, December 25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS! - HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!  
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                                           Pastor's Devotion  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his writings have been an encouragement to me and to many who 
have followed this German theologian.  In 1933 he denounced Hitler and his ideas.  He left 
Germany, spent some time in England and against the advice of friends in England and the 
U.S. returned to Germany where he was arrested in 1943 and died in 1945 at the hands of the 
hangman in a Gestopo prison.  He died as he had lived, with faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
One of Bonhoeffer's major works is "The Cost of Discipleship" which he describes as "cheap 
grace".  Cheap grace is forgiveness without repentance, baptism without discipline, grace with-
out discipleship.  Costly grace calls us to follow Jesus.  It is costly because it demands our life 
in response to the life of Christ.  It is costly because it condemns sin and justifies the sinner.  It 
is grace because God did not consider it too costly to offer his only son as a price for our salva-
tion.  

 
From other writings of Bonhoeffer: "Costly grace is the sanctuary of God;  it has to be protected for the world and not 
thrown to the dogs.  It is therefore the living Word, the Word of God, which  God speaks as it pleases God.  Costly grace 
confronts us as a gracious call to follow Jesus; it comes as a work of forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite 
heart." 
 
Grace is holding each other as Christians accountable for our relationship, broken or healed, with Christ.  Grace is help-
ing another get up after they have fallen and still reminding them they fell because they attempted to walk in a way that 
separated them from God.   
 
"May the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.  Amen" 

 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
ONE PASTORS OBSERVATION OF OUR JUST COMPLETED ELECTION 

  
Whether you are blue or red, liberal or conservative, the bible gives us perspective on the  government that we choose 
and the attitude of all of us now that the contests have been decided.  
  
Paul writes in First Timothy: " I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made  on behalf of all 
men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior". 
  
This means that we should first and foremost  remember that the Lord is the One who ultimately places people in author-
ity. Daniel 2: 21 reminds us " It is he who changes the times and the epochs:  he removes kings and establishes kings." 
Our responsibility is to pray for our leaders and ask God to remind each person in public office that he or she is account-
able first to Him and then to the people  of this nation, state or county. We know that the Lord hears us and moves on our 
behalf if we trust and obey Him. 
  
So how should we intercede for those in authority? First we must prepare ourselves. We can begin by asking the Father 
to make us aware of any sin in our life, so we can repent of it. Second we should ask the Lord to conform us to His will 
for our country, especially concerning the issues that affect our  nations future. Third we should prayerfully intercede for 
our country even if we are not seeing the result  of our prayers. Remember that God is always at work He knows what it 
will take to turn people's hearts back to him.. Have faith that you will see the fruit of your prayers in due time.  
  
Fourth, God's plan is to draw those who do not know Him to salvation. So pray in line with His will by asking the Lord 
to redeem those who are lost.----We stand tallest  and strongest on our knees. So I  thank you for joining me in praying 
for our nation. God Bless America!!! 
  
                                                                                                              Pastor Bill Siebert 

      Pastor Bill Siebert 
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                 Jonathan Highland is Baptized in Lake of the Ozarks 
 
On a clear warm 
day, August 18, 
2008, Jonathan 
Highland was bap-
tized in the Lake of 
the Ozarks near 
Yea ge r  Un i on 
Church by his 
grandfather, Pastor 
Loren Simmons as 
his family and a 
large group of the 
church membership 
looked on. 
 
We welcome Jonathan 
into the fellowship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through baptism.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan is pictured here following his baptism with his Grandfather and Grandmother Loren and Penny Simmons and 
his Mother Jennifer Highland and his brother Isaac Highland. 
 
The  Simmons Family is very active in teaching all ages in bible studies at Yeager Union Church.  Join us at one or more 
of the sessions shown here for a study experience you won't forget! 
 
 

Bible Studies 
Adult:  Sunday mornings 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 

  Wednesday Evening  7 - 8:30 p.m.  
 

Children:  Sunday mornings  9: 15  - 10:15 a.m.  
(also Children's Message and Children's Church 10:45 a.m.) 
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155 Years of Church Existence 

Celebrated at September 28 Homecoming 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured above are the members of the Yeager Family, descen-
dants  who attended the celebration this year.  About sixty people 
in all attended, many from long distances away.  Attendance was 
down this year in large part because of the high price of gasoline 
making it impossible for many to make the trip.    
 
Pictured at left is Elmo "Hap" Yeager of Warsaw who again 
blessed us during the worship service with his rich baritone voice 
and selections on his trusty guitar. 
 
Below are Jacob and Linda Payne of Lebanon who came and 
entertained  us with their beautiful instrumental and vocal gospel 
selections.  Excellent food and visiting rounded out the  good 
day of fellowship together.   
 

Following a sumptuous dinner, these musicians and 
our own Lanny Smith entertained the crowd in the 
Fellowship Hall with more toe tappin' and sing-along 
excellent music! 
 
Our thanks to all who made it a most successful and 
fun day! 
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                            kids news   <:))))><<         
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another Six Week After School Special!  
Another six week session of our popular After School Special Sessions ended on November 19.  The theme for this ses-
sion was Fruits of the Spirit based on Galatians  5.  The children learned about each fruit through stories, crafts, memory 
work and bible study.  They also enjoyed snacks and music.  Adults helping with this session were Pastor Loren Sim-
mons, Pastor Bill and Marilyn Siebert, Joyce Sommers, Nikki Hagston,  Phil and Judy Cutting and Rick and Sandra 
Bowman.  The next session will be announced for the spring of 2009. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

      Kids Cookie Bake to be Saturday, December 13,   10 to 12 Noon 
 
Here are some of the scenes from last year's Kids' Christmas Cookie Bake!    Believe it or not--many were eaten while 
the project was in progress  :-)  but there were plenty left for each child to take a big plate home to share!  It was a very 
busy, fun time to share in the joys of the Christmas Season! 
 
We hope all neighborhood kids can come join us again this 
year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kids roll, cut, taste, 
decorate and taste some 
more!  Adults worked, 
tasted, rested, and 
worked and tasted and 
rested some more!   
A finger lickin' good 
time was had by all! 
       :-)     :-)     :-)    
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  An Invitation to you--come see us soon!     
 
Please let us take this opportunity to thank you for reading our newsletter.  We hope that as you read it you will get a 
sense of what Yeager Union Church is all about.  That you can get the feeling that God is working in this community 
through our church  Also, if you do not have a church home, may we invite you to be our guest.  Either on a Sunday 
morning at 10:45 a.m. for our Worship Service or bible study at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morning or 7 p.m. on Wednesday 
evening.  And we welcome you to "come as you are".  We are a non-denominational church and we are all sinners but 
we know that through the grace of Jesus Christ, we have been saved!                                     
 

Some Wisdom for you… 
 

Alta Vail of Emporia, Kansas tells in Sunshine Magazine how she found a new way to pray while ironing.  One day she 
was thinking about the different kinds of lines--bus lines, clothes lines, fishing lines, telephone lines.  Why not a prayer 
line she asked herself?  So she strung a short rope across one corner of her kitchen where she irons and hung cards on it 
with names of people she knew needed prayer.  As she irons, she prays for each person by name.  Not surprisingly, news 
has spread and she gets regular requests to "hang me on your prayer line!" 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A noted evangelist was coming to town and the organizers formed  appropriate committees to prepare for the event.  In 
its first meeting, the finance committee chair sadly announced that 'for lack of a quorum' the committee cannot transact 
business.  He then suggested another meeting date and then asked one committee member, an aged minister to 'close in 
prayer'.  The venerable servant of God slowly stood up and fittingly intoned: 'Lord, we thank you that Your Word tells, 
where two or three are gathered in your name, they have a quorum!'  When he sat down the little group remained silent 
for awhile as if in deep reflection.  Then the meeting proceeded without another hitch! 
 
Missions of Yeager Union Church 
 
Our church has an active Mission program headed by Joyce Sommers, Kari Gilroy and Pastor Bill Siebert.  It is our goal 
to help as many needy persons and families as possible through food and financial assistance.   

                                                    In Loving Memory  
Andrew Anibas, 79, father of member Kari (Dennis) Gilroy and grandfather of Grace Gilroy, passed away at his 
home in Eau Claire, Wisconsin on August 21, 2008  following a long illness. 
Cal Gentry, 67,  passed away at his home in Marshfield, Mo., on September 14, 2008 following a long illness.  Cal is 
survived by his wife Betty of the home as well as a number of close relatives including daughters Vickie Taylor and Pam 
Thompson whose family  has a residence next door to the church and often attends our church services.   
Lee C. Bayless, 68, passed away on September 22, 2008 at his home.  Mr. Bayless was a neighbor and lived near the 
church. 
Neil "Rip" Ripley , 96, passed away on September 27, 2008  in Ames, Iowa following a brief illness.  Rip is survived 
by his wife Gladys, two sons and two daughters.  Gladys continues to be a member of the church after many years even 
though it became necessary for them to move from our community two years ago to be near their family in Iowa.  
Ruby Young, 88, passed away on October 4, 2008 at a nursing home in Lincoln.  Ruby was a former regular attendee 
and supporter of the church until her health had made attendance no longer possible.   
Leo Miller  passed away on October 9, 2008 in Topeka, Kansas.  Leo was the brother in law of members Norm and 
Margot Shirley.  
Charles Davis, 83,  of Lincoln and very close family member of  member Terry Davis, passed away on October 29, 
2008 at the hospital in Clinton, Mo. 
Bill Reel 79, member of the church passed away on October 29, 2008 in a Columbia hospital following a tragic acci-
dent at his home near the church.  Bill is survived by his wife of 60 years, Peggy and a number of children and grand-
children of the Kansas City area. 
 
The church extends our deepest sympathy to all the family members and friends of these dear  ones 
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An Editorial by Marilyn Siebert 
I have been editing this newsletter now for almost four years and this is my first editorial.  I am taking it as a sign from 
God to do it, since for the first time in that four years, we had a whole page left over in the newsletter after including all 
we needed to.  So this is about who we are and who we are trying to be as a church in this community.  
 
In 2003-04 I wrote and published a  book about this church.  It included a complete list of those buried in the church 
cemetery as well as all of the history available and known about at that time.  The initial motivation for doing the book 
was to organize and get into writing information that needed to be preserved for historical purposes.  It was also to use as 
a catalyst to begin raising funds to build an addition onto the church and put water, a kitchen, and bathrooms in the 
church for the first time in history since its 1853 beginning.  With the help of God, that has been accomplished and very 
well I might add thanks to an army of volunteers from the community and more than enough funds donated. 
 
The overwhelming support of the church members and community in accomplishing this brought us together in a close 
brotherhood of the family of Jesus Christ. With a deep sigh of relief, the job was finally completed and the new addition 
dedicated at the 2006 September Homecoming.   With proper facilities finally, we started building a community of faith 
intent on discovering who we are as a part of the body of Christ, and what God would have us do right here in the midst 
of these beautiful Ozark hills.  On the way, we have learned that there is plenty of need.  There are those who have       
needs, and those who can give. Together we all try to do the work our Lord has designed for us to do. 
 
We know that we live in a hurting and sinful world.  So much so that it is overwhelming at times.  It has become pain-
fully apparent that even our local community is filled with people who go about with smiling faces which attempt to hide 
pain that is sometimes so deep we are shocked to learn the bitter details of what they have had to endure in their lifetime.  
Rape, abandonment, abuse and worse to name a few.  Not one of us has escaped pain in our lives.  It's just that some 
have been hurt more deeply than others.  Satan prowls.  "All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God".  Know 
that this includes every last one of us--church people are not perfect!  We just know that there is hope for all  in  Jesus!    
 
"Change" seems to be the word today that has captivated our nation at this time in history.  No matter our politics, we all 
know that "Change" is definitely what's needed!  I must hasten to add that this is not a new concept.  Our Lord pointed 
out many times that the ONLY way we can find any peace in our lives is to turn (change) from our sinful ways and begin 
to walk with Him.  Rebellion is the opposite of obedience.  All of us are one or the other--there is NO "gray" area!  All 
of us are either walking in obedience, or walking in rebellion.  Have you thought about that?  Which side are you on?  
 
While all this is sobering, we know  it is exactly what we at Yeager Union Church, along with the body of Christ all over 
the world, is trying to bring about: "Change"!  While it is one person at a time,  we approach Jesus'  charge to "go and 
make disciples" on an individual basis as well as on a group basis.  The solution is simple:  Obey the Word of God.   Eas-
ier said than done!  One must first know just what the "Word of God" is in order to be able to obey it.  This requires 
study of the bible which we know is best done in  small groups.  "Synergy" of a group makes it more possible to greatly 
expand one's understanding of the Word.  Satan provides all of us with a million excuses, or reasons, to opt out of the 
process, doesn't he?  "I don't have time" is the one heard most often.  Yet each of us has been given the same amount,  24 
hours a day!   Or, "I'm too tired".   It's not what you have, it's what you do with it, huh?  Obedience cannot be stressed 
enough.  It is essential for every person who desires to find Peace in their lives.  Wouldn't it be wonderful to have Peace 
in your life?  You will never have it until you get on the Christian pathway with our Lord. Know Jesus--Know Peace,  
No Jesus--No Peace!  Truth!!  I know of no one who does not desire Peace in their life, do you?  You can have that 
peace which passes all understanding if you will humble yourself and turn around (change) and walk daily, hourly with 
the Lord.  Is it easy?  No.  The bible tells us that very clearly.   The choice is yours!   
 
We at Yeager Union Church put our mission as we define it into writing and it's printed on the last page of this newslet-
ter.   It's our attempt to be clear about who we are and what we do.  Our church body is small, but we have multiplied our 
effectiveness by all working together to provide a Christian education to all adults and children that we can as well as to 
help feed and clothe the needy of our area and beyond.  We also enjoy a place to worship and praise our Lord!  That's 
best done as a group rather  than as individuals.   It goes without saying that we are here to reach out on a confidential 
basis to any person who wants to counsel with us about their fears, concerns or spiritual walk if you will just let us know  
your need.  Call us.  Join us.  All our lives are just a brief time in history and the hour is late to make the most important 
choice of your life--to follow Christ obediently!   We welcome you and all who are willing to be a part of God's King-
dom on Earth!  God Bless You, and we hope to see you in church!            
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Mission Statement of Yeager Union Church 
Yeager Union Church strives to serve as a nurturing mission and worship center for the entire area and 
to bring new disciples to Jesus Christ.  Offerings are used to reach out and help needy children and 
families in the surrounding community, other missions,  and to support the financial needs of the church 
building and cemetery. 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Yeager Union Church is Non Denominational and all are welcome who wish to walk and work in His 
Kingdom with fellow believers!   
 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CHURCH:  From Lincoln:  Turn east  on Highway H for about 10 miles to 
Heit's Point Avenue (Lake Road 25) then south 1.8 miles to the church.   From Cole Camp  go  South on 
Highway B, 15 miles to H Highway.  West on H to Heit's  Point Avenue (Lake Road 25)  then South 1.8 
miles to the church.   Watch for our Signs-- COME GROW WITH US!                                

Regular Church Activities and Worship Service - All are Welcome! 
Each Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Adult and Children Sunday School and Bible Study 

10:45 Worship and Children's Church 
First Sunday of each month - Holy Communion during  10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Second Sunday of each month - Congregational Potluck Dinner and Board Meeting  12 Noon 
Each Wednesday - 7 p.m.  Adult Bible Studies are offered                                                                                            

LOCATED NEAR EDMONSON, MO. 
              28811 Heit's Point Ave. 

Address Service Requested 

December 2008 

We wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  


